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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN TAX ON EXIMBANK 
REF: STATE 251420; BITTNER-RENDELL TELCON 

1. AFTER RECEIVING COPY OF LETTER OF OCTOBER 14 TO 
PRESIDENT OF EXIMBANK FROM VENEZUELAN LAWYER MARCO 
RAMIREZ MURZI, EMBASSY FINANCIAL OFFICER VISITED 
RAMIREZ TO DISCUSS EXIMBANK TAX CASE. RAMIREZ SHOWED 
EMBOFF LETTER FROM CONTRALORIA GENERAL OF VENEZUELA 
DESIGNATING RAMIREZ TO REPRESENT EXIMBANK IN TAX 
DELIQUENCY ACTION. 

2. EMBOFF GAVE COPY OF NOTE OF JUNE 4. FROM MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN RELATIONS, WHICH AGREED WITH CONTENTION OF 
EMBASSY'S NOTE 856 THAT EXIMBANK AS A PART OF U.S. 

GOVERNMENT IS EXEMPT FROM PAYMENT OF INCOME TAX ON INTEREST 
FROM ITS LOANS IN VENEZUELA. RAMIREZ TRIED TO CALL THE 
OFFICES OF THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND THE CONTROLORIA 
GENERAL TO CLARIFY SITUATION BUT WAS UNABLE TO REACH 
EITHER. HIS INTEREST IN THE CASE DISTINCTLY DECLINED 

WHEN EMBOFF TOLD HIM THAT EMBASSY WAS NOT AUTHORIZED TO 
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RETAIN HIM FOR HIS SERVICES ON BEHALF OF THE EXIMBANK, 
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DESPITE FACT THAT CONTRALORIA HAD REQUESTED HIM TO 
REPRESENT EXIMBANK. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE IF EMBASSY SHOULD TAKE FURTHER ACTION 
PENDING EXIMBANK'S RECEIVING POSSIBLE OFFICIAL NOTICE OF TAX 
DELINQUENCY FROM GOV. 

ASENCIO 
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